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Old Dorchester State Historic Site 
300 State Park Road, Summerville, SC 29485-4831 
(843) 873-1740 
Hours: Thursday-Monday 9:00 a.m.-6:00p.m. 
Free admission 
The park is the site of a Colonial village founded in 1697 by a 

group from Dorchester, 
Massachusetts, representing 
the Congregational Church. 
Because of its location at the 
head of navigation on the 
Ashley River and its close prox
imity to the Indian trade paths, 
Dorchester prospered as a 
trade and distribution center for 

the frontier. During the Revolutionary war, the town was under 
British occupation, and by the close of the war it was slowly 
decaying. Attractions at this 325-acre park include the site of the 
circa 1757 tabby fort, the tower of St. George's Parish Church 
and a small outdoor kiosk on the history of Dorchester and the 
upper Ashley River area. 
Limited accessibility 

Oconee Station State Historic Site 
500 Oconee Station Road, Walhalla, SC 29691 
(864) 638-0079 
Hours: March-December, Thursday-Sunday 9:00 a.m.-6:00p.m. 
The park is closed January & February 
Free admission 
This 21 0-acre park on Oconee Creek in the foothills of the 
Appalachian Mountains, contains two historic structures: a stone 
blockhouse (fort) known as Oconee Station and a two-storied 
brick residence known as the William Richards House. The 
blockhouse was constructed circa 1792 as one of a chain of 
such buildings established during a period of tension between 
white settlers and the 
Native Americans. 
With the troop removal 
in 1799, Oconee 
Station was the last 
blockhouse to be 
decommissioned in 
the state. Built in 1805 
by William Richards, 
the brick house at 
Oconee Station was a 
successful trading 
post until the death of Richards. With the western movement of 
the frontier, Oconee Station's importance began to decline and 
throughout the late 19th and early 20th centuries, it served as a 
family home and farm. 
Limited accessibility 



Hampton Plantation State Historic Site 
1950 Rutledge Rd., McClellanville, SC 29458 
(843) 546-9361 
Hours: Thursday-Monday 9:00 a.m.-6:00p.m. 
Admission charged for tours of the Mansion 
One of the finest examples of Colonial architecture is represent
ed in the restored mansion at Hampton Plantation. Adjacent to 
the Santee River, this 322-acre property was once the center
piece of a coastal rice plantation. The mansion last served as 
the home of Archibald Rutledge, noted writer and South Carolina 
poet laureate. For more than 250 years its halls have welcomed 
famous patriots, soldiers and politicians including George 
Washington, Lafayette, and Francis Marion. Its interior, pur
posely left unfurnished, highlights the structure's architectural 
and construction details, while the grounds provide opportunities 
to examine the wildlife of the Carolina Lowcountry. 
Limited accessibility 

Rivers Bridge State Park 
Route 1, Ehrhardt, SC 29081 
(803) 267-3675 
Hours: Daily April-August 9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m., September
October open Thursday-Monday 9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m., 
November-March open Thursday-Monday 9:00 a.m.-6:00p.m. 
Free admission 
In the waning days of the Civil War, General William Tecumseh 
Sherman's Union troops clashed with Confederate soldiers 
defending the Salkehatchie River at a place called Rivers Bridge. 
Vastly outnumbered, the Southerners held the crossing for two 
days before being forced out of their breastworks. The Battle of 
Rivers Bridge fought February 2-3, 1865, was the only major 
resistance encountered by Sherman's army on its historic march 
through South Carolina. The breastworks remain today as a 
stark, silent monument to the battle. In 1876 the Confederates 
killed at Rivers Bridge were reburied in a common grave near the 
battlefield, beginning a continuing community tradition of memo
rializing the battle. Rivers Bridge, the only state park that com
memorates the Civil War, offers periodic educational programs 
and encampments depicting the battle and interpreting military 
life during the Civil War. 
Limited accessibility 
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Rose Hill Plantation State Historic Site 
2677 Sardis Road, Union, SC 29379 
(864) 427-5966 
Hours: Park 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Mansion 1:00-4:00 p.m. 
Admission: $2:00 adults; $1:00 students 6-18; children under 6 
free 
Rose Hill Plantation is the home of South Carolina "Secession" 
Governor, William Henry Gist. Completed in 1832, the mansion 
was the center point of 
an 8000-acre cotton 
plantation. Gist served 
as governor from 1858 
to 1860 and influenced 
the writing of the 
Ordinance of Secession. 
The park interprets the 
life of Governor Gist, his 
political beliefs and the 
history of the mansion. Exhibits feature furnishings and decora
tions which show the types of items the Gist family owned while 
residing at Rose Hill. 
Not accessible 

Redcliffe Plantation State Historic Site 
181 Redcliffe Rd., Beech Island, SC 29841 
(803) 827-1473 
Hours: Thursday-Monday 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m., Closed Tuesday 
and Wednesday 
Admission: $2:00 adults, $1 :00 students 
Located on the banks of the Savannah River, Redcliffe was con
structed in 1859 by South Carolina Governor James H. 
Hammond. The two-storied antebellum plantation was continu
ally owned and occupied by four generations of the colorful 
Hammond family. John Shaw Billings, a former managing editor 

of Time and Life magazines 
and a Hammond descen
dent, donated the plantation 
to the state in 1973. The 
focal point of the 350-acre 
State Park, today the house 
retains many of its original 
furnishings and works of art. 
Listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, 

the plantation house has become a popular site for group func
tions and weddings. 
Not accessible 
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